The Villisca Axe Murders Theory
As proposed by Michael A. Kupsch
Pre-Murder
This is based on the assumption that F.F. Jones hired at least two individuals to perform the murder(s).  Based on several investigations by reputable paranormal groups, Harry Whipple is identified as part of the individuals committing the murders of the Moore family and the two Stillinger girls on Monday morning, June 10, 1912.  William “Blackie” Mansfield is also identified as the other individual that committed the murders, and is thought to be the actual person using the axe.  The late Ms. Morgan of the Miller Paranormal Group identified Harry Whipple as the actual axe murder.  She has a proven track record in solving murders for various law enforcement agencies.
There is also the belief that Jones hired Mansfield to perform the murders, and he, in turn, contracted Levi Wood and Harry Whipple to actually do the murder of JB Moore.  It was known that Levi Wood was a very mean individual and the type that would not have issue with killing, let alone killing children.

Due to the fact that at least two individuals most likely committed the murders, and that this is variance in who actually wielded the axe, this theory will simply list the two individuals as A & B; A being the accomplice, and B being the actual murder carrying the axe.

Sunday, June 9, 1912 evening
Soon after the Moores left for the Sunday church program, B moves into the observation position of the Moore’s barn located in the backyard.  Mean while, A goes to the church to monitor when the program is over so that he can go back to B and prepare.  Upon the church program ending, A moves back to the barn, where B has been laying in the hay (evidence noted that someone had left an impression of lying in the hay), and has made a hole in the barn to observe the house (evidence indicated the making of an observation hole in the barn).  The two wait as the Moore family, along with the two Stillinger girls (Lena & Ina) returned home.  From their position, they could easily note that the Stillinger girls were sleeping in the bottom back bedroom.  They could also see the upper bedroom of JB & Sarah Moore.  It was merely a matter of waiting for the house hold to settle and making sure that there were no individuals lurking around outside that could observe their movement to the back porch door.  Whether they actually decided to time their attack in conjunction with the 2:00 am train to cover any sounds is unknown.
Monday, June 10, 1912 1:30 am
Upon seeing the house hold was still and sleeping, A & B moved towards the house, with B picking up the axe from the coal pile outside.  A leads the way into the house, securing a lantern as B follows with the axe.  They pause to listen in the pantry.  During our last overnight in the JB Moore home, we had left a voice recorder in the pantry.  The recorder captured an EVP at approximately 1:45 am of a man’s voice clearly say “Their sleeping right now.”  My reaction is this is part of the residual that is known to take place. Upon determining the occupants were sleeping, A leads the way up the stairs to the bedroom of JB & Sarah Moore.  He has the lantern in one hand and the glass chimney in the other.  Upon arriving at the top of the stairs, he places the lantern at the foot of the bed and placed the glass chimney under furniture to prevent them from stepping on it as they move into position. A takes his place on Sarah’s side of the bed, to better assist in the event she awoke during the killing of JB.  B moves to JB’s side of the bed and proceeds to attack him with the axe.  Sarah can’t help but be woken up by the movement, looks up and screams out.  She is immediately attacked by B.  The killers are now poised to move on to the Moore’s children’s room.
The Moore Children’s’ Room
Several of the noted paranormal groups note that Katy Moore was awake and interacted with the killers.  They have her as being up and using the commode in the hallway closet, which has an access door to the attic.  Evidence clearly indicates that this closet was full of boxes and clothing.  It is fairly certain that it would not be a suitable place to locate a commode, and the most plausible place would be the closet in the children’s room.  

Prior to the killer’s entering the Moore home, Katy is up and using the commode in their closet as she has a tummy ache.  While she is in there, the killers attack JB & Sarah; proceed into the children’s room killing the 3 boys as Katy is peaking through the closet door.  Noting the empty but disturbed bed, the killers must realize she is hiding in the closet and discover her; dragging her back to her bed and killing her.  

The killers now proceed downstairs, as they know there are more people sleeping in the back room on the first floor.

Stillinger girl’s Room

Lena heard the commotion upstairs and realized things were quite wrong.  She ventured out close to the kitchen, but heard the killers coming downstairs.  She quickly seeks cover in the closet in the bedroom she and Ina are staying.  Ina is fast asleep and there was no time to warn her.  The killers come in and B kills Ina.  In similar fashion as to Katy Moore, Lena is discovered and killed.  The killers then start to clean up and remove any evidence.
Reverend Kelly

Reverend Kelly admits he was out walking the neighborhood at this time.  It is known now that he was a “peeping tom” and was probably indulging his passion.  Most likely he witnessed the killers either leaving the Moore house or saw the killing of the Stillinger girls.  Quite possibly, he scared the killers off by being spotted or making noise.  At any rate, Kelly enters the Moore home, and upon seeing the dead bodies, covers up the heads and the mirrors in the fashion that the house was found.  

It is also now know that Kelly had a perverted interest in pre-teen to teenage girls.  Lena Stillinger caught his fancy.  He positions her body in a provocative manner, removing her panties and cleaning the axe blade of the murder instrument found in the room.  He places the lantern on the floor with glass chimney removed to prevent the illumination from being seen outside.  He does his perverse acts and then realizes he has blood on his clothing and could easily be implicated in the murders.  He quickly closes the doors and locks up.  He proceeds back to his room, packs and catches the early train out of Villisca towards his home.  He is shook and starts to talk about the murders to his fellow train travelers.  The bloody shirt is sent off to be cleaned, but is later brought into question during his trials.  His guilt of either seeing the murders take places, or his actions once inside the house plagued him and drove him to a deep interest in trying to play Scotland Yard detective and eventually confessing to the crimes.
What is still a bit of a mystery is the 2 pieces of slab bacon; one found upstairs in JB & Sarah’s bedroom, and the one found in the Stillinger girl’s room.  Some say that Kelly used the one found in the Stillinger girl’s room as a masturbatory tool.  If he did, there would have been clear evidence to substantiate this, and also, why would he have left another piece upstairs.  So the slab bacon is still unclear in its use during the crime.

Again, this is just a theory as to what took place in the Moore home in the early hours of Monday, June 10, 1912.
